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wide basin of the Yukon river, the main river of this northern
territory, which was part of the Russian Empire until 1867, whec
the United States acquired 590,000 square miles of wilderness ii
consideration of 7,000,000 American dollars.
The reason Russia was satisfied with so little was probably due
to her ignorance about the country's potential riches. Seven mil-
lion dollars for a few fishing villages and a chaos of snow-covered
mountains seemed quite a good bargain at that time. But in 1896
gold was discovered in the Klondykc, and Alaska got .on the map,
as the popular saying has it. The trip of a thousand miles from
Vancouver to Juneau and then via Skagway and the Chilkoot
and Chilkat passes to Dawson, the centre of the Klondykc terri-
tory (carrying one's pack on one's own back, as animals were
very expensive and could hardly wade through the dense snow
at the elevation of 3500 feet just south of the Polar Circle), was
about as inconvenient as any trip ever undertaken by mankind in
search of material wealth. But a pot of gold at the end of
the trail awaited the early arrivals, and on such occasions every
man is always certain that he will be the first on the spot.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             \
Since then, however, it has been found that Alaska is not merely (
a gold land (as well as the country most densely covered by
glaciers) but that it also has a great deal of copper and silver and
coal, besides being an ideal country for fur-trapping and fishing,
As a result the revenue derived from it during the first forty yean
of its existence as an American territory has been twenty times as
large as the original cost
Just south of Alaska the mountain-range gets split into two
parts, of which the eastern branch, the Rockies, turn farther in-
land, while the western branch continues to run exactly parallel
with the ocean. But while the Rockies never change their nanfc
until they lose themselves among the highlands of Mexico, the
mountains of the Pacific slope, after they have bidden farewell to
Mount McKinley, the highest mountain of the Alaska range and
the highest peak on the whole North American continent (20,300
feet), are known by quite a number of different names. Ifc
Canada they arc called the St Elias Range and the Coast Rangfc
But after they have passed Vancouver Hand (a rocky island a*